[Cerebral tumors as a cause of late onset epilepsy].
INTRODUCTION, PATIENTS AND METHODS: We made a study of 223 patients with epileptic seizures which started when the patient was aged over 25 years (late onset), who were admitted to the National Institute of Neurology and Neurosurgery of La Habana, Cuba, over a period of ten years. The patients were divided into three groups according to age: from 25 to 39, from 40 to 59 and over 60 years. They formed two etiological groups--tumour and non-tumour--to evaluate the possible relationship with clinical variables and the results of complementary tests. Of all the patients of groups 25 to 39 and 40 to 59 years. Over half the causes were of undefined cause. Of those in whom the cause was known, the most frequent cause of presentation was a tumour. Although vascular and degenerative causes were most frequent in the over 60 age group, cerebral tumours made up a significant percentage. We found that the presence of localizing signs on neurological examination or neuropsychological study and the occurrence of focal activity on the electroencephalogram were associated with the presence of a tumour, although their absence did not exclude this aetiology. There was no association with the type of seizures seen. Computerized axial tomography was very useful in the diagnosis of these tumours. However, a large percentage of patients required from two to four studies to establish the diagnosis.